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For Immediate Release 
July 30, 2013
 SOUTHERN ARIZONA VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
COMMITTED TO EQUAL CARE FOR LGBT PATIENTS 
Tucson, AZ – The Southern Arizona VA Health Care System (SAVAHCS)  
is one of 121 of the nation’s 151 Veterans Health Administration (VHA) medical centers participating in the Healthcare Equality Index (HEI).  SAVAHCS was been awarded  Equality Leader status in the HEI  2013, welcoming Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Veteran patients who have served their country in continuing to provide them with high quality health care.
“We were pleased to have this opportunity to foster a more inclusive environment for our LGBT Veterans and their families,” said Robert L. Jesse, MD, PhD, VHA Principal Deputy Under Secretary for Health.  “Our participation in HEI 2013 exemplifies our untiring efforts in the pursuit of health equity for all our Veterans.”
The HEI helps hospitals assess themselves against established best practices and ensure that they are complying with legal, regulatory, and accreditation requirements for LGBT non-discrimination.  

The HEI 2013 required participating facilities to document that employees in key work areas had received expert training in LGBT health needs.  As a result, nearly 5,000 healthcare personnel nationwide, including senior administrators, participated in training provided through the HEI, a unique educational initiative.
The HEI 2013 participants were congratulated for their explicit commitment to non-discrimination by Leon Rodriguez, Director of the Office for Civil Rights of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services.
“The Obama administration and our department are deeply concerned about equality for all Americans,” said Rodriguez.  “It is gratifying to see so many healthcare facilities commit themselves to the goal of equitable, unbiased care for all.”

Veterans interested in obtaining VA Healthcare should contact the SAVAHCS Eligibility and Enrollment Office at (520) 792-1450 ext. 4664.

