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For Immediate Release 
July 30, 2013
VA ANNOUNCES $300 MILLION IN NEW GRANTS

TO HELP END VETERANS’ HOMELESSNESS 
WASHINGTON D.C. – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki announced on Thursday,  July 11 the award of nearly $300 million in grants that will help approximately 120,000 homeless and at-risk Veterans and their families.  The grants have been awarded to 319 community agencies in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

“With these grants, we are strengthening our partnership with community non-profits across the country to provide Veterans and their families with hope, a home, and a future,” said Shinseki.  “The work of Supportive Services for Veteran Families program grantees has already helped us prevent and end homelessness among tens of thousands of homeless Veterans and their families, but as long as a single Veteran lives on our streets, we have work to do.”

In 2009, President Obama and Secretary Shinseki announced the federal government’s goal to end Veterans’ Homelessness in 2015.  The grants are intended to help accomplish that goal.  According to the 2012 Point-in-Time Estimates of Homelessness, homelessness among Veterans has declined 17.2 percent since 2009.

Community agencies throughout Southern Arizona were awarded close to $3.3 million in grant money.  The American National Red Cross of Southern Arizona Chapter will serve approximately 390 participant households in Southern Arizona, including counties of Pima, Santa Cruz, Cochise, Graham, and Greenlee; Indian Reservations of Tohono O’odham, Pascua Yaqui, and San Carlos Apache with funds received.  Also awarded were Primavera Foundation who serves approximately 150 participant households in Pima County, and the National Community Health Partners who will serve approximately 200 participant households in Yuma and Pinal Counties.
More information about VA’s homeless programs is available at www.va.gov/homeless. 
